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Sugar Production Scenario

There was a rise in global sugar production
consecutively in last two seasons 2009-10 and 2010-
11 with 158.51 and 167.37 million tonnes (raw value)
showing a rise of 6.73 and 15.89 million tones (raw
value) as compared to that of 2008-09 respectively.
The country’s opening stock of sugar at the beginning
of 2010-11 was 5.30 million tonnes and the production
during the season was 24.20 million tonnes which was
29.41% more as compared to the last season. The
major contributing states were Karnataka,
Maharashtra and Uttar Pradesh. Maharashtra is one
of the major sugar producers in the country and
contributes around 30-35% to the nation’s sugar
production. The State produced 9.05 million tonnes
of sugar during 2010-11 with an increase of 28.11%
as compared to the previous season’s production of
7.07 million tonnes.In the forthcoming season 2011-
12, the nation’s sugar production is expected to rise
to 25.50 million tonnes of which the state of
Maharashtra is estimated to contribute 9.35 million
tonnes. The availability of sugar in the country will
thus be more than the domestic requirement.

Trends of Sugarcane and Sugar Production in
Major Sugar Producing States of India

Production of sugarcane and sugar in the country
has always shown wide fluctuations from year to year.
These fluctuations are due to variations in the area
under sugarcane, climatic conditions, water availability
during the crop growth period and most importantly,

remunerative and timely payment of cane price to
the sugarcane growers. The following figures show
the trend of sugarcane and sugar production in major
states of the country for the last five seasons.

Particulars                                                          Season

 2006-07   2007-08  2008-09   2009-10 2010-11

No. of installed sugar mills 188 193 195 199 209
Installed capacity (‘000 TCD) 455.17 470.80 474.70 501.20 531.90
No. of sugar mills not in operation 25 19 50 57 42
No. of sugar mills in operation 163 174 145 142 167
Gross days 189 182 107 170 186
Sugarcane crushed (million tonnes) 79.88 76.23 40.03 61.39 80.22
Sugar production (million tonnes) 9.10 9.07 4.58 7.07 9.05
Capacity utilization % 94.98 92.12 97.67 94.91 93.48
Recovery % cane 11.39 11.94 11.46 11.55 11.31
Lost hrs. % to available hrs. 14.56 15.68 15.31 15.44 15.62
Pol % cane 13.42 13.90 13.36 13.46 13.26
Share of State in country’s sugar
production (%) 32.16 34.41 31.16 37.79 37.41

Table 1: Technical performance of sugar mills in Maharashtra (2006-07 to 2010-11)

Fig. 1 : Trend of sugarcane production

Fig. 2 : Trend of sugar production
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Table 2 : Zone-wise technical performance of sugar mills in Maharashtra.

Characteristics                    2009-10                       2010-11
                                    South    Central   N-East    State      South     Central   N-East     State

No. of installed of sugar mills 46 61 92 199 48 67 94 209
Installed capacity (‘000 TCD) 146.00 166.90 188.30 501.20 149.70 187.60 194.60 531.90
No. of sugar mills not in operation 3 6 48 57 2 3 37 42
No. of sugar mills in operation 43 55 44 142 46 64 57 167
Gross days 161 189 152 170 179 213 158 186
Sugarcane crushed (million tonnes) 20.45 30.37 10.57 61.39 26.26 39.16 14.80 80.22
Sugar production (million tonnes) 2.48 3.43 1.15 7.07 3.15 4.30 1.60 9.05
Capacity utilization % 89.39 97.75 92.35 94.51 93.15 98.75 78.67 93.48
Recovery % cane 12.16 11.31 11.02 11.55 11.99 11.02 10.88 11.31
Lost hrs. % to available hrs. 18.73 11.86 18.49 15.44 12.99 12.81 23.18 15.62
Pol % cane 14.05 13.22 12.97 13.46 13.90 12.97 12.89 13.26
Fibre % cane 13.45 13.66 13.72 13.61 13.52 13.67 13.77 13.66
Sugar lost % cane 1.918 1.928 1.964 1.931 1.940 1.964 2.030 1.968
R.M.E. (Mittal) 95.36 95.25 95.0 95.23 95.30 95.14 94.73 95.06
Added water % fibre 189.03 180.88 185.97 184.79 184.51 180.93 177.35 180.79
R.B.H.R. (Gundu Rao) 90.56 90.75 90.81 90.70 90.65 90.60 90.47 90.58
R. O.E. (Mittal- Gundu Rao) 86.35 86.44 86.31 86.38 86.39 86.21 85.71 86.10
Molasses % cane 3.79 3.98 4.28 3.97 3.94 4.10 4.33 4.09

Technical Performance of Sugar Mills in
Maharashtra

The technical performance of sugar mills in the
state for last five seasons is given in Table 1. Of these,
Maharashtra produced more than 9 million tonnes of
sugar in three seasons and sugar production was
lowest in 2008-09. The main factor affecting the sugar
production is the availability of raw material-
sugarcane. The fluctuations in sugarcane production
depend upon a number of factors such as pattern of
rainfall, availability of quality seed material, incidence
of disease and pests on crop, irrigation facilities,
availability of fertilizers as per recommendation of
doses, ratoon management and Government’s policy
on sugarcane pricing,. The State’s average sugar
recovery remained around 11.54% and reported
maximum of 11.94% (in 2007-08).

The contribution of the State in country’s sugar
production remained above 37% for the last two
seasons. It is estimated that during the season 2011-
12 country’s sugar production will be in the range of
25 to 26 million tonnes and Maharashtra will contribute
around 9.35 million.

There are 209 sugar mills in the state having
installed sugarcane crushing capacity of 0.53 million

tonnes per day. Of these, 162 mills were in cooperative
sector and 47 mills in private sector. Cane crushing
capacities of these sugar mills varied from 500 TCD
to 7500 TCD. During 2010-11 season, 167 sugar mills
including ten new sugar mills completed their crushing
season, whereas, remaining 42 did not start their
crushing season due to various reasons.

The zone-wise technical performance of sugar mills
for 2009-10 and 2010-11 is shown in Table 2.
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Salient features of crushing season 2010-11

 The State produced 9.05 million tonnes of sugar
by crushing 80.22 million tonnes cane (rise of
28.11% in sugar production as compared to
previous season).

 The State’s average sugar recovery was
11.31%, which decreased by 0.24 units
compared to the previous season’s average
11.55%.

 Dudhganga Vedganga SSK, Dist. Kolhapur
from south zone recorded the highest sugar
recovery for the last two seasons in the State
consecutively (13.32% and 13.52%). 92 sugar
mills achieved sugar recovery 11% and above.

 The average pol% cane of the State was 13.26
with a decrease of 0.20 units as compared to
the previous season. During season 2010-11,
16 sugar mills achieved pol% cane of 14 and
above.

 The State’s average crushing capacity
utilization was 93.48% with a decrease of 1.03
units as compared to the previous season
(94.51%). The capacity utilization was less
mainly due to the problem of harvesting labour.

 There was slight decrease in average technical
efficiencies of RME and RBHR. The average
RME (95.06) showed a decrease of 0.17 units
and RBHR (90.58) by 0.12 units.

 Jawahar Shetkari SSK, Dist. Kolhapur and
KS Patil SSK, Dist. Pune reported the highest
cane crushing (1.54 and 1.44 million tonnes
respectively). The highest sugar production
was achieved by Jawahar Shetkari SSK, Dist.
Kolhapur and Datta Shetkari SSK, Shirol, Dist.
Kolhapur (0.19 and 0.16 million tonnes,
respectively).


